
Swanley Village News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue No.137 

November 2025 

The Newsletter for the residents  

and friends of Swanley Village 
  



Useful Contact Details 
 

Residents’ Association e: SwanleyVillageRA@outlook.com 

Residents’ Association 
Secretary 

Ghaz Stott Everett e: 
ghazstotteverett@icloud.com 

Swanley Village Trust e: swanley_village_trust@yahoo.co.uk 

Swanley Village web w: www.swanleyvillage.uk 

Cllr Michael Horwood e: mhorwood@swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Marc Logen e: Marc.Logen@kent.gov.uk 

Cllr Chris Prestedge  t: 07733 152862 e: 
CPrestedge@swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk 

Swanley Village Life 
Group 

David Pearson t: 01322 614237 

Swanley Village 100 
Club 

Keith Rowland t: 01322 662415                                  
e: mistover1@aol.com 

Steve Hunt t: 01322 668584 

Kent Police w: www.kent.police.uk  

PC 15621 Steven Shipley 

Hextable & Swanley 
Village WI 

ccgriffin46@yahoo.co.uk 

Fly Tipping   Sevenoaks District Council t: 01732 
227000 

Anti-Social behaviour e: community.safety@sevenoaks.gov.uk 

Advertising in Swanley 
Village Newsletter 

e: SwanleyVillageRA@outlook.com 

Residents’ Association e: SwanleyVillageRA@outlook.com 

We have a community page on Facebook. To see and to tell others 
what is going on in the village, plus photos, search for ‘Swanley 
Village News’ community page. We are also @swanley_village on X 

  



Lighting the Christmas Tree Saturday 6th 

December at 6.30pm 
This year there will be a tree positioned 

at Wood Street and one at the top of 

School Lane. As in previous years 

everyone is welcome to come along to the 

switching on of the lights and to bring 

along a bauble to decorate the tree. We 

hope that there will be a few people in 

fine voice to sing a few carols around the 

tree at the top of School Lane as a 

traditional opening to the festive season.  

 

Festive Fare at The Old Vicarage Sunday 7th  

December noon to 3pm 
 

As in previous years, Barbara and Vivian Ramsay have 

extended an invitation to everyone to join them for 

mulled wine, drinks, canapes and mince pies at The 

Old Vicarage.  

 

All welcome!   

 



Swanley Village Trust 

 

The Cottage Allotments are opposite the Red Lion. This area 

has been allotments since shortly after the second World War. 

Swanley Village Trust has owned and managed them since 

2016 when they came up for auction. All 14 are currently in 

use but occasionally one becomes available. The current cost 

of an allotment is £52 per annum. There is no water supply, 

so holders have to make their own arrangements for catching 

and storing rainwater. If you would like to put your name on 

a waiting list for when one comes free, please contact 

Trustee, Geoff Lees: geofflees@yahoo.co.uk 

The Community Payback team has been particularly busy 

over recent months so there are many trees which are getting 

light that they have been denied for several years. Thank you 

also to Damian who has been on a mission to cut out dead 

wood. The Payback team also cleared a space for Betty – the 

uniformed Royal British Legion silhouette figure – who now 

has pride of place at the top of School Lane near the post box, 

in time for Remembrance services. Tommy has been 

guarding the Wood Street entrance to the village for a couple 

of years. 

A date for your 2026 Diary – Quiz Night at Five Wents Hall 

on Saturday 25 April 2026. Booking details will follow in the 

New Year. 

  

If you would like to be included on Swanley Village emails 

about events or current issues, email: 

Swanley_Village_Trust@yahoo.co.uk 



Swanley Village Residents’ Association 
 

The plan to build houses across the fields from Highlands Grange to 

Parkwood Hall School has been resurrected in Sevenoaks District 

Council’s ‘Emerging Local Plan’. To have your say you need to take part 

in SDC’s consultation process. To do so search online for ‘Sevenoaks 

emerging local plan’. You will find drop-in sessions that you have to 

book to attend and also ways to respond online or in writing. 

Consultation closes 11 December 2025. 

The schemes are named as SWAN12, 13, 14 and 15 and they total 945 

housing units. The primary points of access for these houses are 

Beechenlea Lane, Highlands Hill and Lullingstone Avenue. The 

additional volume of traffic through the village will worsen road safety 

and air quality. The loss of high-quality agricultural land impacts the 

sustainability of our food supply. The potential loss of Parkwood Hall 

School may reduce the Special Educational Needs provision in this 

locality. 

The ‘SLOW’ sign at the bottom of Highlands Hill has been repainted 

and the footpath signs at the entrance to Highlands Grange have been 

reinstated. The Residents’ Association is investigating ways to improve 

the 20mph signage including the siting of an electronic solar powered 

speed sign. This will need to be funded by the RA because KCC doesn’t 

have the budget. 

The Kent County Council and Sevenoaks District Council levels of local 

government are being consolidated across England. Various proposals 

are being submitted to Government by the end of November. The final 

decision will be taken in Summer 2026 and the new Councils should be 

operational by April 2028. There may also be a mayor for Kent. 

BBBBob Wallisob Wallisob Wallisob Wallis,,,,         Chair 
 

Please remember your £5 annual subscription per household to the 

Residents’ Association! Please see the back page for details of how to pay. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                               

 SWANLEY VILLAGE HONEY  
Collected by my Bees at 

Elizabethan Cottage, Swanley Village Rd 

Beekeeping since 2009 

454g Jar £7  

Donnahoy@icloud.com  

 

 



  

 

Come and join Hextable & Swanley Village WI 

We are a friendly and welcoming Women’s Institute 

group of mixed ages and interests, and we are looking for 

new members to join us. Whether you’re new to the area, 

looking to make new friends, or simply fancy trying 

something different, you’ll be warmly welcomed. 

Our meetings include a wide range of interesting 

speakers, activities, and demonstrations — plus plenty 

of time to chat over a cup of tea or coffee. We also 

arrange outings, social events, and community projects, 

so there’s always something to get involved with if you’d 

like. 

��������	
�� When: 4th Thursday of every month 


���� Time: 7.30pm 

��� Where: Five Wents Memorial Hall, Swanley Lane, 

BR8 7LD 

You’re very welcome to come along to a meeting as a 

visitor — there’s no pressure to join straight away. Just 

pop in, meet us, and see what you think. If you would 

like more information, please call Christine Griffin – 

07941 261920 

We’d love to see you there! 

 



Leader Swanley Town 
Council and Sevenoaks 

District Councillor:  
Michael Horwood  

 

Waste Collection Changes 

As another example of 

Government legislation, 

Sevenoaks District Council is 

having to review the way it 

collects our waste. Whilst our 

Council remains one of the very few left in the 

country that collects black and recycling waste every 

week, new national requirements to boost recycling 

rates and potential financial penalties mean it is 

impossible to continue our current waste service. 

The positive side of things is that Sevenoaks District 

Council will collect glass jars and bottles from nearly 

everyone’s home from Summer next year. This will 

be in addition to potential additional new collection 

of textiles, batteries or small electronic goods. 

Food waste will continue to be collected weekly, and 

for the first time, will go to a specialist anaerobic 

digestion plant, partly creating soil for composting. 

This is a change from the current incineration that 

takes place, where black waste incineration produces 

energy for us all to use, and isn’t as environmentally 

friendly as what is proposed. 



Whilst food collections will remain weekly, recycling 

waste and black bag waste (minus food, which is the 

majority of what goes into it) will be collected 

alternate weekly, ie one in week A, and the other in 

week B. The new glass collections will be collected 

with the recycling waste. 

Finally, residents will be provided with two wheelie 

bins to accommodate the collections. Whilst some 

will be delighted with the move, protecting the area 

from foxes or crows, understandably others who are 

restricted with space will be less keen. Any resident 

who is frail, has mobility issues or those who have a 

disability or health condition can request the 

‘assisted collection’ scheme, where bin workers will 

collect the bins from a designated place at the front 

of the property (ie not having to wheel it to the 

kerbside), and return them to there. Residents can 

apply for this already with the existing recycling bags 

or black waste sacks at 

https://tinyurl.com/55bmwuhn or by telephoning 

the District Council on 01732 227000 

 

Cllr Michael Horwood 

Sevenoaks District Councillor for Swanley Village and 

Swanley Christchurch 

cllr.horwood@sevenoaks.gov.uk or 07815 483891. 

 





Christmas Services 

at St Paul’s Swanley Village 

21st December  8.30 Communion 

                               18.30 Carols by Candlelight 

24th December 16.30 Christingle service 

                                11.30 Midnight Communion 

25th December 8.30 Christmas Communion 

 
 

 
 

Swanley Village ‘Life’ Group  

The group meets fortnightly in ‘term time’ on Thursday 

evenings at 7.45pm. We normally meet at the ‘Old Vicarage’ 

but also in other homes in the village. ‘Life’ groups are based 

in various homes in the wider parish. Their purpose is not 

only to provide an important spiritual focus but also help with 

the more practical issues of everyday life. Anyone is welcome 

to join us whether or not you are part of St Paul’s, St Peter’s 

or any church. If you are interested, please contact the 

leaders, David and Pauline Pearson, Pine Cottage, 

Beechenlea Lane -  07836 376803. 

  



St Paul’s School 
 
 It’s been a truly fantastic start to the new academic year 

here at St. Paul’s Church of England Primary School. The 

children have settled back into school life brilliantly, 

quickly finding their rhythm in the classroom and 

embracing new challenges with enthusiasm. 

 

This term has already been packed with exciting trips and 

experiences. Our pupils have journeyed through 

Prehistoric Britain at Folkestone Museum, discovering 

fascinating stories from the past; met and learned about 

amazing birds of prey at Willows Birds of Prey, gaining 

hands-on knowledge about wildlife; stepped back in time 

at Kent Life, exploring history in a fun and interactive way; 

and even attended a special concert at the Royal Albert 

Hall, an unforgettable experience that inspired our young 

musicians and left lasting memories for all involved. 

 

We also recently celebrated our Harvest Festival, which 

was a resounding success. The generosity of our families 

was overwhelming, and we were delighted to donate an 

incredible 121.6 kg of food to support those in need. Your 

kindness and support make such a difference to our wider 

community. 

 

As we move into the festive season, we are now busy 

preparing for one of the highlights of the school year – our 

Nativity production! This year, the children will be 

performing “I’m Gonna Shine!”, and rehearsals are  



already in full swing. The children are embracing their 

roles with energy and excitement, and we can’t wait to 

share this joyful performance with our families and the 

wider school community. 

 

Looking ahead, we are delighted to announce our Open 

Events for families with children due to start Reception in 

September 2026. These sessions are a fantastic 

opportunity to see our school in action, meet our 

dedicated staff, and experience the warm, welcoming 

environment that makes St. Paul’s such a special place to 

learn and grow. 

Upcoming Open Days: 

• Thursday 20 November 2025 – starts at 1:30 pm 

• Saturday 29 November 2025 – starts at 9:30 am 

• Monday 8 December 2025 – starts at 9:30 am 

• Tuesday 6 January 2026 – starts at 1:30 pm 

Families wishing to book a place for an Open Day should 

visit our website: www.st-pauls-swanley.kent.sch.uk 
 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 Next Door Hextable 

Your community café needs volunteers 

Please would you consider offering your time, 

even if it is a few hours a month to volunteer to 

help in the café?  

Please contact either Gemma or Suzanne 

 or email cafe@stph.org.uk  

Woodlands Building Services 

 
5A Wood Street Swanley Village BR8 7PA 

 

We cover all aspects of building work from the top 

of your roof to the bottom of your garden.  

 

For free quotes and advice contact  

Glen Gould tel: 07947 556070 



Swanley History Society 

 
 

Wednesday 03 December 2025 
Bellringing Folklore and Traditions 

Presented by Mark Lewis 
                                                                     
Doors open 7.00pm for 7.30 pm start at THE ALEXANDRA 
SUITE, St. Mary’s Road, Swanley, BR8 7BU 

Further information email swanleyhistorygroup@hotmail.co.uk 

No need to book - everyone is welcome. If you are not a member 
you can join on the day or attend as a visitor if you prefer. 

Members £2 Visitors £3. Annual membership £5 which includes 
a monthly newsletter. 

 

Glebe Gate: Volunteers are always welcome to join the group 

to lock and unlock the Glebe Gate mornings & evenings in the 

school holidays and occasionally in the evenings during term 

time. 

If you feel able to join this band of volunteers for a short 

rota period, perhaps combine it with walking your dog, 

please contact: Barbara Ramsey tel. 07711 068606 

  



 
 

 

 

The Sanctuary Quiet Garden in Swanley Village, Kent! 

 

The garden offers a peaceful retreat in nature, featuring separate 

areas for quiet, solitude, and prayer, perfect for personal 

reflection and renewal. Whether you're seeking time alone or 

want to join with others for a reflective quiet day reach out to 

Sanctuary. 

Email: sanctuaryakwaaba@gmail.com        or for more 

information see: https://quietgarden.org/gardens/sanctuary-quiet-

garden/ 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Do you have treasured photos in need of repair? 

 
 

Whether they are torn, dark or faded – all this can be remedied. 
View all your family photos (slides/prints/digital) all on your TV, all 

in folders and titled optimised and supplied on a flash drive. 

Would you like to: 

Have an album made up with photos dated and titled --- as a gift 

for family or expertly framed with bevelled matte 

 

 

Dennis Molyneux 01322 669523 or call at 2 Beechenlea Lane 

Swanley Village 

Mobile 07 5050 37333 

www.molyneux-photography.co.uk 



WELCOME PACK – If you are new to the village and would 

like an introduction to all the activities and information 

regarding all your surroundings, please email  

Swanley_Village_Trust@yahoo.co.uk 

 

It is FREE for all Swanley Village residents to advertise, sell 

items or contribute to the Swanley Village Newsletter. Costs 

to ‘outsiders’ are £5 per issue. 

 

Annual Donation Swanley Village Residents Association 

Every year we ask each household to donate £5 to Swanley 

Village Residents Association. This pays for the cost of printing 

the newsletter which is kindly done by St Paul’s School.  This 

year we also paid for additional 20mph signs and litter picking 

equipment.  

We also use it to fund the flowers in the planters throughout 

the village  

Help us to keep our village looking good by contributing, 

please do this by either: 
 

Paying online - bank transfer the details are: 

Swanley Village Residents’ Association 

Sort code 30-98-97 

Account number:  82997563  

Please use your name as a reference for the payment and 

email SwanleyVillageRA@outlook.com to let us know you 

have paid.  

Or by cheque made payable to ‘Swanley Village Residents’ 

Association’ and deliver to: 

Rachel Wallis, Treasurer, SVRA, 5 Hogs Orchard, Swanley 

Village 


